the Kings moſt 500 Majeſty, 


—and High e of Parliament, and to all the 
Dn England z who was drawne, 


hapged,and quartered on Tucſday, 
April 26.1643. 


Thu /FRRa he writ with bis owne hand 4... 
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To the Kings moſl excellent «MM ajefiy, 
| And | 


To the High ( purt of Parliament , andin them to 
tbe whole King dome of England. 


Dread SoVereigne, 


efgeay Makcatenderto your Royall M-jeſty (and 
22x; in you, tothe high Court of Parliamen',and 
I to your whole Kingdome ) of 2n illuſtrious 
ie, cx:mple of the divine providence, no lefle 
WY wonderfull for admiration, then the dif. 
covery of Gods judgements, mide by the 
Prophet Daniel to King Nebuchodonezar , and Baltaſſar his 
{onne ; nor leſke behoofull for the good and w-lfare of 
your ſelfe, our gracious Queene, your Roy. Il Off-ſpring, 
and our whole Kingdome (if you w.]l youchſ-te © :ppre- 
hend and make ule of it) then the diſcovery at ihe trea- 
cheries of B-gathan and 7Th.res, and of th: pernictors de vi- 
ces of wicked Aman; made by Mardocheus to King Abaſe 
ſuerws, wastor tin anc his p-ople, | 
My courſe hath becne ditc Rid to your Roy M j ity, 
by Gods facred nd ſpecill appointment, eve: ſince y+ ar 
firſt comming to your Crown, and betore, thevgh I never 
adereſſed any writing unto you in ſpeci I] +beut this m-t- 
tertill cow 5 becavic I was fi tro deal with Romin Ca- 


ane other Officers, nt finally o «xp Rin putience ome 
eventscf the divine provicence, ſucceeding therevpon, 
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(2) | 
ht have more ample and ſpeciall matter eviry way to 

| wn, yo and nor wah emptichanded beforeyou. fr 
Now Gods judgements are growne to a great ripeneſle, 
or (t6'{peak&-yith alluſion to our bleſſed Saviours.cxpreſ- 
fiod in a like caſe) The figtree hath budded whereby men 
may know Summer is nigh. Wherefore, if your Royall 
Majefty, and the high Court of Parliament, will be plea- 
ſed to make a due enquiry and examination ef my courſe, 
whereby the matter of tat may bee authentically made 
knowne ; and then caft aſerious eye vpon the publicke 
events of the divine providence,which ({uccecding in due 
conformity and conſequence this. many yearcs , and pa- 
rallel tothe approved teſtimonies of Gods ſpeciall judge- 
tents in ancient times) are as it were, the great broad Scal 
of heaven , giving weight and authority to my words , 
and cndeavours ; beſides that your Majeſty may with 
eaſc ſec that there is a ſupernaturall order of things, taught 
by ſupernaturall faith (which one not many yearesfince 
in a publique printed booke dedicated to your Highneſle , 
hath endeavoured to evacuate ) you may morcover with 
like facility perceive how the ſacred dgerecs of Gods 
heavenJy;providence are drawne up, not onely concer- 
ning thexeſt of the Chriſtian world , burtalſo eſpecially 
concerning you and your Kingdome, and by conforming 
your ſeclfe to his holy will, decline the common miſchiefs 
appro:2ching, which otherwile by no humanc meanes can 

poſhibly be avoided. | | 

Let not my meannefle ({ who-am but an unworthy 
mſtrument, and the leaſt of your Majeſtics ſubj: &s) move 
your Highneſle, or the grave aflembly of Parliament to 
diſpiſc the offer which I make , but firft enquire, and cx- 
. amine diligently (as beth Gods Law and mans reaſon do 
enquire) andthen judge, There are lome dangers which 
can 
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ca peither be knowne, nor avoyded, unlefſe they be firſt 

ratiouſly diſc6vered by ſome ſpeciall favouxand opera- 
tion of che fi; ſt cauſc which is God himſclfe, trom whoa 
rothing can be hid, and it ſuch caſes, though. his divine 

Majeſtic doth many times imploy men-of great wiſcdome 
and ſanRitie (as he did the Prophet E/izews to dilcoverto 
the King of Iſrael the ambuſhments ſet to entrap him by, 
the King of Syria) yet he doth ſomctiines alſo, not onely 
uſe themoſt contemptible of men, as inſtruments to wake 
the greateſt potentates acquainted with his wayes, and ſo 
enable them to avoid prepared miſchietes, but moreover 
taketh a brute beaſt for the like purpoſe, as inthe calc of 
Balaaw and his Aſle. 

\ Your Mijcftics great predeceſſor Wiliamthe Conque. 
rour thought it wiledome,in a certain occaſion, to hearken 
te the advertiſement evenofa naturall foole, as we reade 
in our Chronicles: and lobg before his time, Alexander 
the great gave care to a woman, who was thought diſtra- 
Qcd,as Cwrrime the Hiſtorian doth teſtjfie 3 by which hap- 
pie creculity(God, who 1sal able to make fooles and mad 
men ſpeake his wiſedome, having diſcovered his divine 
knowledge and judgement by meanes of thoſe filly ones) 
thoſe two great Princes avoyded imminent. danger of | 
death, and conſerved thcirlives, and fortunes, for their 


great ſucceeding viRtories. On the otherfide, the negleR 


of timcly advertiſements, hath brovght many great Prin- 
ces,andamopg(t the reſt, that great Monarch 7ulime Ceſar 
tothe lofſe of their Crawnes and lives, Hee that will nt 
hearkento God in his gracious ſignes and forewarnings, muſt 
feele his heavy hand when it will be to0 late 10 avoid it, 

For me I doc not prof: ſle my ſclfe among the number 
of wiſe men,and if your M-j: ſty, orthe' great aſſembly of 
Stare now on foot, pleaſe, you may take mee tor a foole, 

or 
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ora mad man (provided.you acknowledge, ithat God Al. 
mighty can by his holy overruling 'Spirit , make a mad- 
nefle prodigious , and ſo-uſe the tolly or madneffe of his 
creature, aSan inftrumentto expreſle an aQt of his divine 
, wiſdome, providence and power ,) but what ever bee, 
fooliſh or wiſe, or however your royall Majeſty , orthe 
high Court of Parliament ſhall be pleaſed to thinke of me, 
God ic wiſe even inthe foole and mad max,and his holy will is 
to be ſcarcht out inall; which it ic had beene duly done 
more thenthirreene yearesagoc (adhering cloſe to the te- 
. flimony of divine and humane Law, implicd inthe reality 
of my whole courſe, with a duc inſp:Rionof the counter- 
fignes extanteven theninthe ſeeds of thoſe heavy events, 
which have appeared ſince moft plainly tothe yiew of all 
intheir own proper & p rfcR cxiftence)when before ſame 
'of your Majeltics tribunalls, 1 did publikelyin GO DS 
name, and in vertue of his publ:cke Lawes, fpeciall 
right, and command, with cue relation likewiſe to the 
Lwes of our Realame, and iwo of you; Royall Maje. 
ſties Proclamations, 'invite your Royal! Highnefle, and 
your whole Kingdome,to a due enquity of Gods prepared 
judgements; and of the devices then in hatching to entrap 
you,and your pcople; not only your Iudges 2nd other per. 
ſons cf higher ranke and note, who lyc now expoſed to 
the rod of Iuſtice, might have beene freed from undergo. 
ivg the danger now threatning thc m;bur your Mijcfty alſo 
might with eaſe and ſecurity baye prevented thoſe rrou- 
bles,and mjſchicfes, which rurmoile at this preſent all your 
Realmes, and threaten a deſolation, So much. it behoves 
Princes and States to attend, and cxamine well, it God 
almighty doc but” mike even Blaems Aﬀe briy forth 
{ome imminent judgemen's in his holy n1me. For miſchiefs 
ariſing from the power of mn my by the power of man with 
... Gods ordinary concourſe bt extinguiſhed or averted - but ſuch ac 
X are 
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art threaned by Cod Almighties peciall hand and power can by 
| © nomeanes prfi.ble be avoided but by admiſſion, ang performance 
of ſuch cond.110#5 a8 bis Majefty divine i pleaſed to propoſe. _ 
have ſtrove to kee pe filence now thele many yeers,be- 
' Ibg lothto medle any more ina cauſe, - which hath coſt me 
fo much trouble, and :fflition (though Iknow not why I - 
ſhould be ſo handled by. any for ſuffering God Almighry 
| tocxpreſle in mee, whether men will haveit to have beene 
; by thc intermediation of wit or madacfl*, a reftimony of 
his divine providence towards his Church,and peoplc)but 
I daxe be hilept no.longer,. being fyrciſhed now with ſuch 
illuſtrious evidence of tore-p-ſſed events proper to my 
cauſe, tocorfi: me my words,and the thing it ſclfe concer- 
ning ſo deeply your Royall Majeſty, our gracious Queene, 
your Royall Off-ſpring, and our whole Kingdome: left 
God Almighbry ſhoulg, inf upon mee the judgement 
threatned againſtthe Watchman in the thirty third Chap- 
ter 6f the Prophet! Ezechiel , yet I will forbeare totrouble 
yout Royall-:M1j ſty, with the ſpecification of particulars, 
till I ſee whether I be chought fit to bee admitted to a free, 
F and indifferent heating,or no. One thing I muſt crave par- 
don of your Royall Mijeſty, and the great Aſſembly of 
Parjiamear z that I addrefle my fclte thusto youin pri-t, 
before I have acqu'inted you wich my caſe in a more pri- 
yate way. The —_ _ done _ : that ſceing _ 
man now prints, what heliſts; and my cauſe hath bzene 
cp hae veatesfinLoYublike, and I ſuffered ſo much in main- 
tainanceof it underthe view of many ; I may cither by the 
.teftimony of ſome, at leaſtwiſe ofthole many, be introdu- 
cedtoa free, and publike audience : or elſe upon comp3ſſi- 
on be voted, as afoole or madman, tobe ſet free from pri- 
{on,and ſurther trouble(ſ{ceing I never appearcd in fo ma- 
ny yeares extremities, cither furious, ſcditious, _— 
[iO K:5t wy 5 * 1 nth 
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